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O HORIDA Y,

CITY OF

PAI. M BAY

FLORIDA

2145 Palm Bay Road, NE 32905

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

September 2, 1986

Dr. Diana Primelles
Historic Sites Specialist
Florida Department of State
Division of Archives

The Capitol

Tallahassee, FL 32301-8020

Dear Or. Primelles:

The City of Palm Bay is honored that our St. Joseph's Catholic Church
will be considered for designation as a historic site by the Florida
National Register Review Board.

A1l of us in Palm Bay have a deep and abiding affection for St. Joseph's
as a living reminder of the City's historic past. Preserving tangible
evidence of how the City began and what we were, is particularly
important to us as our unprecedented growth over the last decade
threatens to submerge memories of a quieter, some say happier time.

We are deeply qrateful for your interest in Palm Bay and our past.
Hopefully St. Joseph's will receive the distinction we feel it so

honestly deserves.
Sincerely,
CITY/0F PALM BAY

7

rt 6. Ma te
City Manager

RGH/1e

“CITY WITH A FUTURE"
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



8T. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH ' A .

8330 Baboock 8t NE P.0. Box 507 Psim,Bsy, FL 32808-0507 (308) 727-1565

September 4, 1986

Dr. Diana Primelles
Historian Site Specialist

Dear Dr. Primelles:

With the knowledge and consent of The Most Reverend
Thomas J. Grady, Bishop of the Diocese of Orlando and
owner of the property herein described, we are submit-
ting this request to have St. Joseph's Church designated
as an Historical Site.

The growth of the City of Palm Bay and the Catholic
population in recent years has been phenomenal. It is
important to preserve the history of St. Joseph's which
was very much a part of the beginning of Palm Bay.

With the recognition and support this action has had
in the Palm Bay Community, we look forward to a favorable
decision by the Florida National Register Review Board.

c ) Sincerely yours,

bl

Reverend Anthony Bluett
Pastor



Anne K. FLonrin
1490 Heandon Cinrcle, N.E.
Palm Bay, Florida 32905

Septemben 8, 19686

Dr. Diana Primellds
Histondic Sites Specialist
Florida Department of State
Divdsdon of Archives
The Capitol
Tallahassee, Flordida 32301-8020
Re: St.Joseph's Latholic Chunrch
Nomination Proposal

Dean Dnr, Primelles:

The submitted Nomination Proposal was compiled according to the
crnditendia nequested gor presentation to the Florida National Regdis-
Len Review Board for St. Joseph's Chureh to be considered fon
desdignation as a historical site.

I personally interviewed the surviving settlers and children of
early settlens, now in thein Late seventies, to obtain the histonry.
The four neproduced "snap-shots" of the SLama Hotef and General
Store and the John Myen's nesidence included in the presentation
wene obtained from Alexandria Myern Michels. They wenre taken 4in
1917 and s0 indicated on the back of the oniginal south view of the

churnch pictune.

1t was my pteaédhe o meet you when you made an on s4ite Linspecition
of St. Joseph's’ Complex. The photographs. will serve to geographd-
cally necall the Chunch and surroundings. '

St. Joseph's Church continues to be an 4integral part of the City
0§ Palm Bay since 1914 and 48 a Living remindern of the City's

histornical past.

Yourn kind interest and support in our effornts to obtain the his-
tornical designation Ls greatly appreciated and we pray that the

Review Board will agnree that St. Joseph's Catholic Church indeed
menits beding recognized for contributing to the history of the

area.

1 hope you gind the presentation submitted 4in orden, should you
have any questions or need additional information please feel free
to call me. Business phone: (305) 723-2323, home (305) 723-34612.

Sincenely, P
n R o/ , D "1\
D de P

Anne K. Flonin



NOMINATION PROPOSAL - FLORIDA

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
FOR INDIVIDUAL SITES

DlVlS'o'ON OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY AND RECORDS MANAG!MENT- FI.ORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STA

] BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL, PLEASE READ THE
INSTRUCTIONS IN THE “PROCEDURES FOR COMPLETING THE FLORIDA NOMINATION
PROPOSAL.” Complete all of the sections below. Put N/A if the infor-

mation is not applicable or UK if not known.

(1) NAME OF SITE OR PROPERTY PROPOSED FOR LISTING;
HISTORIC NAME; the name by which the property was known originally or
during the period of its historic significance (often the name of the
person who originally developed the property:

'l St. Joseph's Catholfic Chunch

OTHER NAMES; common names by which it has been or is currently known.

St. Joseph's Cathofic Chuich

(2) LOCATION; 4f in a rural area, indicate state or county road number and
distance from nearest highway junction, town, or prouinent landmark.

street and number _ M{ilLen Strneet N.E.
Patm Bay " 32905

city, town, vicinity

[ —] m—]

county, Bnevand - state FLornida

’ Legislative District: House 33 Senate |6 Congressional District ]

(3) CLASSIFICATION: What is the type of property being nominated:

building X  structure object site

] (4) OWNER OF PROPERTY; Name and address. Diocese of Orlando
P.0. Box 1800

Telephone Number:

’ (305). 425-3556 . Orlando, Florida 32802
(5) USE OF PROPERTY; historic use: Church - House of Worship
present use: } Chunch - House 0.6 wofl.éhi'g
Is the property presently occupied? Yes X No o

(6) ACCESSIBILITY; is the exterior visible from public rights of way?

Yes X No .

1 the interior accessible to public visitation? Regularly VES

By owner permission Not accessibdle .



Page 2

(7) CONDITION OF PROPERTY; excellent good V. X fair poor ‘

ruins NA unexposed (archaeology) NA

Has the property been moved? yes no X. date

Note: if yes to altered/moved, describe alterations and circumstances
under Item 13.

(8) PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: during what period(s) did property achieve
historic significance. (cite specific dates where possible)

Buift 4in 1914 Used continually as a House of Wornship to present 1986.

(9) AREA(S) OF SIGNIFICANCE; 4n which of the following general categories
was the property significant:

archaeology architecture/engineering agriculture arts
commerce industry - military politics/government

science/invention social/religious X other 0fdest church actively
in use since 1974 on the-east coasdX 0§ Floxida south of St. Augusiir

(10) BOURDARY DESCRIPTION; describe boundafy line encompassing all man-made
and natural resources to be included in N.R. listing (legal description
or survey as recorded on property rolls im county courthouse)

Township 28 , Range 37 , Section 24
Local description(as recorded on property rolls in County Courthouse:

Lots 1 thau 10 BLock 15
PLat of Tilelman

(11) RESOURCE TYPES: 1list all man-made features encompassed by the boundaries
by number and type, including prehistoric features where known:
aboriginal mounds or middens, building, outbuildings, landscaping, etc.
Indicate with an asterisk (*) those that contribute to the historic

character of the property.

*St. Joseph's Chunch
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WARRANTY DEED. - .

THIS INDENTURE, Maile this amnd...... “dey of . July

between the FLORIDA INDIAN RIVER CATHOLIO COLONY, s Corporstion u'uder the Laww of North Dukota,
L d to do businews in the Stute of Florids, party of the first part, and.. Jit, aex. L. J. Curloy

Bichip of Ct sumustine nnd )1:‘ tucoectors in ofiice
Couunly of.. M

Btate of

. Part.......... of the svcoud part:
WITNESSETH, That the purty of the firut part, for and in cousiderution of the suim of
~Onesdellaes wid . Gluar. Yeluuble soneidyrution

in Jwnd paid by the paryy....... of tlc sccoud part, the receipt whereof is hercby acknowledged, doth give, grant,
his -

bargsin snd scll, alicn, reinise, relesse, convey aud coufirm unto the said party.......of the secoud part and
Leiry aud assigus, in fee simple, but subject to the condition and restriclion lhereinalter wtated, the lunds situsts in
the County of BREVARD, in the STATE OF FLORIDA, and described wu follows, to-wit:

Lots.....numbored 9210 3R EhX09, 01kt nine and tua in Bloek ...
numbered ... £1LE000 .0 D160 _OMEOR Jot . "G " 0 in the TOWNSITE OF TILLMAN,
according to the plat therwof ou file and of record in Plut Book No. 2, page..........oeerurnnecs , i the office of the Clerk

of the Circuit Court in and for waid County. )
Subject, however, to the soundition which shall run with the laud, thut durivg the pesiod pf wwenty yearw
from snd after the first day of Januvury, A. D. 1913, the said prewises nor uny purt thervof shall not be sold, gon..

veyed or leased to, or ocvupied by, uny person or persous other than thoue of the White or Caucssian race, excepting

ouly that servauts sy be dowmiciled upon the preinises where ewployed

TO JHAVE AND 10 HOLD thu saina, together wi\l3 the bazsdituinonte wnd appumenunces therenuto -belonging, -

Lise

uuto the waid part.)..... o! the ) part and

...heirs aud sssigne forever; subject, however, l.ol‘ the coan-
dition as to ownership nnd occupation hereinhefore wentioned; which condition the purt......... bereto of the accond
inm., by accepting this deed, covenauts u.:d agrees to and with the purty bereto of the tirwt purt snd ita successors
and awsigus sud the owuers of all other lots in the anid TOWNSITE of TILLMAN, faithfully to observe, aud that L
upou sny bresch of gaid vondition the title hercby ereatod snd ecouveyed uhull ceusc and deterwine and the said
land pbull revert to and aguiu bucowe the sole property and estate of the party hercto of the firut part, its mcccn-uoru
qud’ ﬂ-i}hs,;’q fully 1o all inteuts and purposcs ux if this deed bad u:v'ur boen wade. -

‘\‘ Angd )ho\uid purty of the first purt doth hervby fully warrsut the title to the suid lend and covensnts sud

—; qrvu to defend “tie sutie aguinut the luwlul claiws of all perwous whowsvever.

.

TIN Wl'l‘hEss WHEREOF tbe suid party of the frut part Lbas caused these prescuts to be sigued in its nawe

by itw. '

t, and its corporate weal, atteated by j.......vviiininns s e Nceretary, to be

heroumo nﬂud the duy snd ycar first sbove written.

. p—

A.D.14,

Dollary, 11 it =1

-

Attgnt - . .
* y ‘3 ' / . . . .- -
P LN ' _' : . ....41.’4.;,:.(.’.'..,.:...'.:..'......




KTATE OF. Ploridu
COUNTY OF....Hrevarq .
1 HERERY CERTIFY that, hefore me, ap officer duly authorized ta admiuister oatha and to take und certify

~v the srknowledgment of Devds, upon this day pernonally appearcd.............Co. Na. P11 01 sud
Y. A, Wiprorman

;‘ the g asniitpas, .J’n-idrnt and Becretary, reapectively, of FLORIDA INDIAN RIVER
OAI'HOLIO OOLONY c Corporation, and that they eseb and scverally acknowledged Licfore e that they executed

each of whomn is to me permounally well known and known to mo to be

. the foregoing’ nnd lnneard Decd of Conveyance for and in the name and upon Urhalf of the said Corporstion.
—  WITNESS-my hand and ofticial seal this S2nd ... .day July A.D.191.4
1 - - Y :
| 2 e U — i‘\\u \).).MA\
} .’/,_ ' : ,\‘-'\. . Notary Public in and for.Statla.. n&Elni‘Lda reevesemee
o = 7 = c , lurge .
.. . My commission expires.. 1 oki--85 - 1917,-.}.'.' SR,
.' ' .'
‘ -. .
AT T (O : VN T e . : - T
L a8, e * ' »
. 1]
] , .
T l
' ' v »

-l j‘.'f-'."_:;._ . - ”

PR -

O v._-v._-_-s. [ ds TYFL 214 - .p
. A .

l'l'l" '

FJ
T

Y
dd £ 4 - I3
- g vl
S 483 - L
HLIEEF £ :
; 123 g 3
s | Rdz L
HEvak £ ;
=¥ P E AN < 1
o gt 1y N N ®
h o = '8 -ﬂf:— i G—’A‘ »
=, oA e e i



[c 2% l‘oﬁ-’
’-(-rt-:-.-rmce-)-.-locxm:-.-_-_—:-

Bt. _LUCIH
Brevard s

Warranty Deed

Faorida Ind. River Cath. Colony to Bishép Curley

Lots 1, 2, 3, 8, 9010 1
outer lot "C*. Tillman. (

Recorded: Brevard County
Sept. 5, 1914
Deed Book 66 page 137.

Block 15 also
adnna (o

M
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J sideration of the suny o/_Du DOLLAR. numymuldmmm“m

e e . mta- e s —avr e e m— e m e

A
@bis Indbenture, Node thie__B18% oy of. Beptenber, 4 » 19EB6
pETWEEN.. . IHR BRRAL ESTATR EXCHANGR @ earporatiom

. azisting under the laus of the Stats of Florids , having Us principal placs of

businesws in the Countyof _BXQYARXA - and Stats of... . Rlo¥ida, .
mrly of the first part, ua_n.‘u_B.!lz_h"“_.Eﬂl +_Be Q_‘LM_&M
At..Angustine, and hia sunossmors. dn _offica
of the County of e 8%e JORDE _ _ und State of . ¥loridy
portd..... of the soond part, WITNESSETH, that the sald party of the first part, for and in con-

.TL‘ P -l

remiscd, releascd, ounveyed and mﬂrmod and by thess prmnu doth grant, bargaln sell, alienm,
rcnuu, t{{mu, convey and confirin unto the sald'purt_ Y _ of the socond part, and._ hiA_SUCOGRBOTY
mmx/omr all that oertain pa.rul of land lying and being in the County of
Breyard and State o/_.l__nﬂ.l___.___, nwre particularly de- |
scrided os [ollow -Lova JRonx (&), wive (B), Six (6) ana Saven (7), in _

Blook J'irtun (15 ), “Mep of Tillman, ¥lorida, aqoording te plat
¢ thorou filed and reoorded in the offioe of the Olerk of the 0irauit

e e s e ot e £ 0 o T e = g
v
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-~ ~
- KN e :
3 P
. 2
Yoo o RN N Y
] 4 H
gt - s es o ¥
. . N s M R
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4
TOGETHZ “Lhtehuants, hereditaments and appurienances, with svery privilsge, riﬂd,
Litle, interest. dnd astute, nmwu. renainder and sasernent therelv belonging or in uywu- appca-
" taining; FQ UAVELND IO JIOLD the samns in fss simple forsuer.

And the said party oftho first part doth covenant with the said part.,}_. o/ le uoond porl .
. that it Is lawfully ssised of the said premises; that they ure fres of . all inoumdrances, and that u, .
v hus load zight and lawful authouity to ssll the sams; ‘and ths said party of the firet pard docs herdy -

fully warrant the title to uqld lnd, and wlll defend the sams against the lcwful olqmu of all
persony w)wmuou er.

.
et

l.h‘ WITXBSS WOREREOF, the said party of the )tnt pari Aas aauud

i,

.- - -

N "..--__‘_____-_. N  these presents to Do signad in ity name by ite President, and its cor: :
4-\.-":_ .- _, =2 porats seal to be a/fixed, attested by tu__s_egm.l_l__,_,
r i . the day ond pear edovs writien. . e
= . 77 T(Corporate . Lo . L
— . ————it Yt Beal) - - - e e e aee em . A ST T SIS ——
. —— BB BRAL ESTATE EXOUANOR - -

By- _”‘!' 6 &;wzly l

e —- -

e e wmatle m e meeT @S- - . .~ - — s = aems




. @tate of___ JLORIDJ, — 4
I ..
"  Countp of.__BREVARD
W : :
“ . ‘ 7 BEREDY CERTIFY, That on this__218% day of_Beptember 4. D. 10 85,
befors me pereonally appeared s 0. Powall —
r ond ¥s G Tubhs respectively President and__Seoxetary .
f “of Mﬂ.ﬁmm o sorporation under the lawe
,t . o/thb‘huof....l']_.ouh. ¢o me known do be the pereons dasoribed in and who ex-
_ ' souted the foregoing "nnwba_m u__.B.t....Bo.annnunm
!_ '_;_aua cml_l-yimkwizlmWWM/GO&M/MM¢MM¢M¢M,/W
r-' the uses and purposes thereln montionsd; and that they offixed thersto the official ssal of said eor-
‘ po—.n:“au, q'u_d._t._lu_,oald t;tmmu s the aot and deed of said aorporaﬁbm .
: *“ZWITNESS my slfnaturs and offiolal seal as_Melbonzne_ v T
: in the Counly of . HTOYATA ' irem -
'!' : the day and yearlast ¢7¢7w|3\u. :
; ' L TNz :
. L ! sz Notary Fublio. VA
.o T ‘8tate of Plorida at lLafge. . -
D ) Tl s T .My oommission expires Aug 7, 1928,
f? Gl |
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b 1hi5 Quil-ﬂaim Dttd, Evecuted this 18th dey of June .A.D.10 68 by
3 PAUL TANNER as Bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine,
’j” first party, to  WILLIAM D. BORDERS, as Bishop of the Diocese of Orlando,

!ﬂtu'-n
county

Berdseneile, ferise

o 41036 nee 963

his successors in office, a Corporation sole,

whose postoffive oddress is pogt Office Box 3069, Orlando, Florida 32802

second putly:

(Wheserer waad dasein the :-n ﬁm Pﬂ' o‘:" Hescnad pl..lz" sholl lociude saguier sad plurel, dein, lsgal

oo niatives, and srgme entigas of oerparstions, whetevee she coamss
w sdunu @ reyuires )

waMSStlh, Thet the said first party, for and (n consideration of the sum of $§ 10.00 .
in hand paid by the said second party, the receipt whersof is hereby acknowledged, doss hereby remise. ve-
lrase and quit-claim unito the soid second porty Jorever, all the right, tile, interest, claim and demand which
the said finst pariy has in and o the following described lot, piece or parcel of land, sttuate, lying and being

in the County of Brevard Sisieof Florida . lo-wil:

Lots 1 through 10 inclusive, in-Block 15, and also outer lot *C*,
Townsite of Tillman, according-to the plat thereof as recorded
in Plat Book 2, page 4, Public Records of Brevard County, Florida.

DOCUMENTARYS ",
FLORIDA R g N
lamm .:.OO.SSIE

R /_9_ ;,I"-
i 1,
Z, 0;1/0‘1 .
~ 8 E oF ffL“DmDN : v, e,
- 2 oo-‘c_ﬁn-[muv . STAMP TAX| &
£ » Scomritontk FE 38 I ;
g7 E, Emmn £00.301: .
Sl J .
° R

TO Hau‘ and to Ho‘d the same together with oll and singular the eppurtenances thereunio
holonging or in ewywise epperiaining, end all the estate, right, title, interest, lien, equily ond claim whai-

socucr of the suid first parly, either in law or equity. 1o the only pnpor use. benefit and behoof of the seid
second parly furcver.

ln wllncss Whtftof The said first party has signed and sealed these pr X dw dey an your

Jirst above written,

we Tt

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of: ) sl "' '-,
-L-.//it “< {d"lczut'\ \[-A'-'»-\-—(....,/
) / - “as Bi;hop of the Diocese¢ of S
6)“/“ St. Augustine RN, @
cvsmansaasessrerereldiofn '.....xf\..aiL....:.... " S “‘ . Y.
NG ER AL

STATE OF FLORIDA,
COUNTY OF ST, JOHNS

1 HEREDY CERTIFY that sa this day, belere me, a2

ollicer duly suthurized in the State aloresaid and in the County aforessid to take achnowledgments, persoaally appesred
PAUL TANNER as Bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine,

w me bnown (0 be the person  described in and who esscuted the foregoing lumumm opd he schnowledged

bufore me that D€ executed the same.

WITNESS sy hend and efficial ses) in the County and Sute Lan l’ﬂ vd lh- lath doy of
June A.D. 1968, / 7 L
..................... 'Notary bi€es oo v

THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY:
-_> Robert J.Pleus,Jdr.
Attorney at Law

My Comm,ssxo,r! Expires:
369 Norih Orange Ave. NOTARY PUBLIC: STATC DF SLORILA A1 ARG

.
{ Y fr o7
l

Orlando, Florida 32801 MY COMMLI LAMGLy WKL 3D, 102

W pmelimm——
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H PALM DAY : \_F:' i BRBVARD €O, ‘\_;__-
{ Warranty Deed ' :
)
|

Rea)l Batate Rxchange to Bishop Barry ., . seny ;
Lot 4,5,6,7 Block 16, Map of Tillmun, Pla. ¥ accordln; !
to plat thereof filed and recordad in office of :
Clerk of the Circuit Court in and for Brevard Co.

Recorded: Sept. 25, 19265. Book 110, p. 476
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(12) DESCRIPTION OF ORIGINAL OR HISTORIC APPEARANCE: deacaibe the
hisfonrsc appearance of Lhe properly and {Ts8 asetting during
the perdlod of historic significance, in the folLlLowing ordenr:

(a) Onizinat Setting: describe the surnrounding area, neigh-
borhood, rural on urnban environment as it existed dunring

the period of histornic significance.

ST. JOSEPH'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

In the yean of 1912, a group of families, mostly German and SLovanic
ancedtory, arrived bz Florida East Coast Railway, §rom Indiana, Wis-
consdin, Kansas, OkLahoma, to the sfeepy hamlet of "Tiflman", situa-
ted on the banks of the Indian Riven and Tunrkey Creek. Now known
a8 Palm Bay, Brevard County, Flonrida.

They brought furnitunre, pernsonal belongings and bags of seeds with
them. By 1914, a total of one hundred famifies from the Midwest
arnived in much the same way. '

A Land company, called "Indian River Catholic Colony", traveled to
the Midwest promising the farmenns prospenity in the sunny south |
by farming two seasons a year, with no greezing or snow. They pur-
chased the Land at $30.00 to $40.00 per acre and soon Learned that
strange and hardy plants grew wild, but, the Land did not nespond
Zo cultivation because of the poorly drained sandy s0ilf and the
unexpected freezes. The only thing they found in abundance wexre

mosdquitoes and insects.

The principal crops were potatoes, peppers and eggplant. The po-
tatoes were shipped in -barrels by railroad to Plant City, Flondida.

Pepperns and eggplant were shipped in boxes.

Honse and buggy and mule drawn carts were the principal means of
transportation’. They fraveled in the "ruts" created by Lhem since
thene wene no roads. Supplies wenre brought to the area by boat on
the Indian River and also by the Florida East Coast Railway.

Duning this perndiod of time, Brevard County did not have a resident
Catholic priest. The spinditual needs of the isolated catholics
wene admindistened by the priest and missionaries who would come
§nom great distances on horseback or boat.

Mrn. Joseph Stama, the {4inst business man, opened a Hotel and a
General Store, fLocated immediately wesl of the railfroad depot.
(Now known as the N. W.. cornern of PollLak Avenue and Main Street.)

1t senved as a meeting place where early settlens could make punr-
chases, exchange views and woes.

In 19713, Mass was celebrated in the Stam's Hotel by Father Gabriel
Ruppeat 0.S.B:, affectionatly nemembered as Father Gabriel.
come to the area §rom Foat Pienrce. Laten that year the John Myen
nesidence was built and Mass was then celebrated in the "{ront
noom" of the Myer nesidence. Confessions were heard upstains begonre
Mass. The nesidence has been continously occupied by gfamily mem-
bers until early 1986. (The house is Located on the S. E. cornenr

0§ Pollak Avenue and Mifller Street.

He would
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In 1914, unden Fathen Gabriel's Leadernship, the parishiononrs built
the chunrch, known as St. Joseph's. Frank Minehardt designed the
rectangulan structure. He was assisdted by Mr., Missario who helped
to supenrvise the construction. ¢ iy

Labor was volunteered by membens of the parish. The names recalled
by surviving familfies include, Frank Bohaty, J. Barthelmea, Leo
Knecht, William Knecht, Joseph Koten, George Koutnik, John Kuen-
chenberg, Mathew Michels, Matt Miskovskhy and Loudls Semitt.

The native building matenial was obtained from the Union Saw M{LZ
Located in Hophins. (Now known as South Melbounrne.)

St. Joseph's Church, completed, was dedicated by Bishop Micheal J.
Cunley 4in October 1914. Following the dedication, seventy edight
youngstens neceived the Sacrament of§ Confirmation by Bishop Cunley.
Subsequently, Bishop Cunley became Archbishop Micheal J. Cunrley

04 Baltimone.

Onty fourn families nesided within close proximity to the chunrch
duning this peniod of time.

In 1923, the parnishionors built a Rectory, as a residence for the
priest, on the N.W. cornern of of MillLern Street and Hickory Avenue.
In 1924, Fathen Patrdich Bresnahan was appointed as the {inst nesdi-

dent priesdt of St. Joseph's.

The church senvices at St. Joseph's Church were also attended by
catholic nedidents §rom MeLbouane and Eau Gallie who arndived by
honse and buggy orn by boat. The nesidents who resided south of
"T{LLman", as pern early settlLen Philamena Myens Weber, she nrelates
that due to the Lack o0f roads they wére unable to attend church
senvices regularnly; they Looked forward to their only annual cele-
bration of Mass on Christmas Day. (Weber residence Location now know

as Valkaria.)

»

In 1931, Fathen John F. Walsh supervised the building of Our Lady
0§ Loundes Catholic Church in Melbounne. It was designated as a

Mission of St. Joseph's.

St. Joseph's Church of§ Palm Bay has served the Catholic Community
of South Brevard for the past seventy two years. It is the oldest
neligous buifding, in continuous, active use, as a house of worshdip,
on tie east coast of Flordida, south of St. Augustine.




(12) DESRIPTION OF ORIGINAL OR HISTORIC'APPEARANCE:

(b) Extea@oa appearance of§ the majorn contributing resounrce
Debc&&bg the design/style, matenials, construction met
Start with the "front" and work around resounrce.

Szt. Jo&eph'é'Chu&ch was builft in the American Gothic Style; thi
dtructure uniquely shows the architectural adoptation of the Go
Styﬁe to Florida's maternials and the physical and social enviro
ment.

It 48 a rectangular frame structure, over a crawl space, of pos
and beam construction, utifizing native cypress and pine. The e
Line 8tructure 448 covened with a gable noof. The bell towen hou
the oniginal belf which to date tolfs for sernvices. The bell wa
donated by John Fidler at a cost of sixty dollLars; a monumental
sum in those days. The cross atop of the bellf tower is of wood

condtruction.

(e} Interior Appearance: stant with the Lowest Level and w
up. Describe each Level from gront to nrean.

The basic intendior structure, 2300 square feet in area, specdfit
the intendion walls, pine §Loon and architectural metal ceiling /

tain 4it's ordiginal physical appearance.

The installation 0§ ain conditioning was made without significar
altering the intenion character of the structure. To comply with
code requdinements fire exdit 8igns have not allened the simplicia

0§ the interior of§ the nave.
The Chancel area was modified to accomodate Litungicat changes a

to nedecorate said area. This change 48 not an inneversible char
howevenr, and the structure may be neturned to its ordiginal condi

The choin Lo§t has an exterior finre escape exit to comply with c
requinements.
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(13)

ALTERATIONS AND PRESENT APPEARANCE:

The exterion of the structure has not been altered. The
oniginal metal roof was replaced due to detealation and
prevent structual d&mage to the building.

The §ire escape, exit signs and hhndicap hamp were construc-
ted to comply with city code requirements.

To accomodate the Vatican Two Litungical changes, in 1976
the Chancel area was modified 80 that continuos use of the
church for Liturngical senvices would not be interrupted. The
Chancel area was paneled and carpeted. At the same time the
aisle was carpeted, the air conditioning was installed and
the sagging, splintered pine benches (pews) were nreplaced.
The oniﬁinat §Loor, walls and architectual metal cediling nre-
main. The changes were made without significantly altening
the 4internior chanracter of the structunrne,

In spite of the phenominal growth  of the City of Palm Bay,
the neighborhood has retained a "village-rural" atmosphenre.
The majority of the homes were built prior to 1950. They
are well maintained and reflect pride of ownershdip.




(14) STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:deacadibe the hidtoric adigndificance

0f the propenrty:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The one hundred five families that settlfed in "TilLLman"
came from established Midwest catholic communities. As

devout catholics they missed the spinitual environment

and the fellowship that the churches provided.

Under Fathen Gabriel's Leadenship St. Joseph's Chunch
was built in 1914. ALL the Labor and funding was provdide
by the early settlens.

General 4information, as to the early settlLens as a group
they arndived from the Midwest, industrious farmens, s4imp
and genteelf in natunre, seeking to improve theirn quality
0f Life by farming in a sunny clLimate.

St. Joseph's Chunch, used as a Housde 0§ Wornship, attract
catholics from the entire South Brevard area.

The City of Pafm Bay, formaly known as "TilLman", 4i& &s4ix:
give square miles in area; the fastest growing city 4in
Brevard County. The present population L& 43,860.

St. Joseph's Parnish, from its very humble beginning, now
has a new chunrch complex on Babcock Street; a Mission
churech in Barefoot Bay and an edight grade elementary sche
and kinderganten.

From one hundred five catholic gfamilies who settled "Tilt
man", ‘the parnish §family of St. Joseph's today is comprise
0f 2400 families ~ )

From the date of the dedication in October of 1914, S%.
Joseph's Church has actively, continouosly without interr
tion senved and continues to serve the catholic community
sapanning a period of 72 yeanrs.

St. Joseph's Church is Located one half mile west of heav
traveled Highway U. S. #1; easdily accessable for visitats
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